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occasion the Act was suspended, and the duties on imported
corn were discontinued for a limited time, for example, in
1757 on account of famine and industrial unrest, and again
in 1765 and 1767 l.
The Corn Law of 1670 gave effect to the fundamental
principle of Mercantilism that a country should be self-
supporting 2. We have already noticed the arguments on
which the policy of protection could be supported or con-
demned s. Its most formidable critic was Roger Coke, who
in this, as in other directions 4, anticipated the arguments of
the free trade economists. He pointed out that the Dutch
practice of importing corn ensured them plentiful supplies at
* constant and reasonable ' prices, and not only safeguarded
them against famine but enabled them to furnish other
countries, " so as a famine or scarcity of corn becomes their
enriching " 5. It may be questioned whether the restraints
on importation conferred any real benefit upon the farmers.
In themselves they failed to assure stability of prices since
they could not prevent a fall when the harvest was plentiful.
The real need of the farmers was a stable market and pros-
perous customers who would absorb the surplus corn raised
in favourable seasons. This implied that the welfare of
agriculture was bound up with industry 6; and the interests
of the industrial population were thought to demand the
admission of foreign corn in order to check any tendency to
soaring prices. It must be remembered, also, that the farmer
enjoyed the natural protection afforded by distance. The
cost of freightage was a considerable addition to the price of
corn brought from Danzig; and in the case of America,
which in the eighteenth century was added to the corn-
exporting countries, " though land there is cheap labour is
dear, and therefore there is little reason to believe that they
can undersell in Europe " 7. In the last quarter of the
1 Statutes at Large, vii. 139, 513 ; viii, 2.
1 I.e. as far as possible.    See further infra, vol. iii. 1.
8 Supra, p. 461.	* Supra, p. 116, and infra, vol. iii. 17.
5 Coke, Treatise (1675), iv. 106-107.
• Arthur Young dissented from this view : Annals of Agriculture, xiii.
180. See also infra, vol. iii, 33.
' Annals of Agriculture, xxvii. 284. Also ibid. xiii. 124. But American
flour sometimes sold cheaper than English : ibid. x. 580. Corn was imported
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